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hillsides, bnt are freqnently met with on the plains. Holes
abont five feet deep and as many broad, dug by them, were
continually passed; the Mongols said that these were
their dens, but it is more than probable that they were dug
by them when hunting for their favorite food, the lagomys.
South of this branch of the Yellow River are low hills,
beyond which is a swamp about ten miles broad and
twenty miles long, and through which two streams flow,
emptying into Lake Ts'aring. This is known as Karma-
fang, "the plain of stars.* Every year in the seventh
moon, sacrifices to the river god are made in the name of
the emperor on the north bank of the main branch of the
Yellow River. They consist of a white horse and seven or
eight white sheep. Every third year an official is deputed
by the Amban at Hsi-ning for this purpose; the other years
it is the duty of the Dsassak of Baron Ts'aidam to offer
the sacrifices. I was assured that the Chinese deputy
does not usually offer them, but pockets their value; and
I have serious doubts about the Dsassak's honesty in the
matter, as he is allowed only ten ounces of silver by the
Amban to purchase the horse and sheep, and make the
journey. But though all these shortcomings are probably
well known to all concerned, this does not prevent the
Amban sending a despatch to the emperor, saying: " The
worship of the source of the Yellow River at Odontala
and the two snow-clad mountains of the Alang-nor and
Amy6 Malchin was duly performed in the prescribed form,
the litanies being recited with devotional care, etc., etc.x
Along the foot of the hills to the south of Karma-tfang
1 "Peking Gazette," Sept, 15,1885.     sacred mountain Chi (or Ki) to which
I heard   nothing   of   sacrifices   to    the Emperor Yii is said to have sacri-
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latter mountain is identified with the